
 

 

 

As our patients died on this medicine, no one ever 

asked who got better on it. We’ve caused more 

ravaging disease in these hills and vales with this 

infernal potion than the plague itself has. I myself 

have given the poison to thousands, causing them to 

wither away, and I’ve personally experienced how 

audacious murderers are praised. 

Faust 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

 
 

 

The evil that is in the world always comes of 

ignorance, and good intentions may do as much 

harm as malevolence, if they lack understanding. On 

the whole, men are more good than bad; that, 

however, isn’t the real point, but they are more or 

less ignorant, and it is this that we call vice or 

virtue, the most incorrigible vice being that of an 

ignorance that fancies it knows everything and 

therefore claims for itself the right to kill. There can 

be no true goodness, nor true love, without the 

utmost clear-sightedness. 

The Plague  
Albert Camus


