
 
                                                                                                                  2 August 2004 

 

THE REGISTRAR: MS PRECIOUS MATSOSO 
MEDICINES CONTROL COUNCIL 
2nd Floor, Hallmark Building 
Cnr Andries and Vermeulen Streets 
Pretoria 
 

Dear Ms Matsoso 

 

MCC Review of its Special Registration of Nevirapine for Perinatal Administration, 
and its Recent Recommendation that Nevirapine be Administered Together with AZT 

in Perinatal Applications 

 

Enclosed herewith are hard-copies of Papadopulos-Eleopulos’s et al. papers, A 
critical analysis of the pharmacology of AZT and its use in AIDS and Mother to 
child transmission of HIV and its prevention with AZT and nevirapine, both of 
which we were able to download from the authors’ online archive this morning 
(www.theperthgroup.com). We’ve also saved them to disc for you, for easy 
reprinting. Included on the disc is a PowerPoint slideshow presentation by the same 
authors (the writer included, as with the latter MTC paper) on the subject of 
perinatally administered nevirapine. Council is certain to find it helpful in grasping 
some of the basic problems with using the drug in maternity wards for pMTCT. 

We concede that these scientific papers, which we have enclosed in their own lever-
arch files, are voluminous and highly complex, and that they will take time to read 
and understand. Would you kindly give us an indication of how long Council needs, if 
the two weeks we have suggested is not enough? 

Finally, please would you let us have the names of all members of Council on the 
subcommittee reviewing the special conditional registration of nevirapine for 
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pMTCT, and who recently recommended AZT for administration to HIV-positive 
pregnant women in combination with it. In the event that it becomes necessary to 
litigate over this matter, it is our intention to subpoena them all for close cross-
examination – in open court – on the fine points and ramifications of these critically 
relevant and important papers now before you. It will not be possible to answer: ‘We 
didn’t know’ or ‘We didn’t understand’ without public disgrace and ridicule. 
Treatment Action Campaign leader Zackie Achmat’s fabulous confession in Rapport 
on 10 February 2001, ‘We are scientifically illiterate’, will be no excuse either. 

Yours faithfully 

 

ADV ANTHONY BRINK 
CONVENOR AND NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 
TREATMENT INFORMATION GROUP  
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