
 
                                                                                                                  2 August 2004 
 

THE REGISTRAR: MS PRECIOUS MATSOSO 
MEDICINES CONTROL COUNCIL 
2nd Floor, Hallmark Building 
Cnr Andries and Vermeulen Streets 
Pretoria 
 

Dear Ms Matsoso 
 

MCC Review of its Special Registration of Nevirapine for Perinatal Administration, 
and its Recent Recommendation that Nevirapine be Administered Together with AZT 

in Perinatal Applications 
 

We write to note an error in our second letter of 26 ultimo: We said that ‘Barret’s et 
al. findings (cited in reference 44) reported in the self-explanatory title, Persistent 
mitochondrial dysfunction in HIV-1 exposed but uninfected infants: clinical 
screening in a large prospective cohort were indeed confirmed by the same authors 
in a second paper in the same journal later in the year in December 2003’. This is 
wrong: it was in their August 2003 paper that the researchers reported: ‘The finding 
that the use of antiretroviral nucleoside analogues in the perinatal period is associated 
with persistent mitochondrial disease is confirmed..a risk about 30 times higher than 
that in the general population.’ 

There was no second paper in December – the writer’s correspondent who drew his 
attention to the study when it came out, did so again in December, hence the 
confusion. Our apologies for that. 

A detailed memorandum on the case against the use of AZT in pregnancy is in 
preparation, and we will forward it as soon as it’s complete. 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
The Treatment Information Group is a public interest initiative to promote research-based debate of 

antiretroviral drug policy, alternative non-toxic treatment approaches to AIDS, and HIV testing  
issues in South Africa. The TIG has entered into a strategic alliance with the  

Dr. Rath Health Foundation Africa to achieve this. 

The Terraces, 34 Bree Street, Cape Town 
www.dr-rath-foundation.org.za  

 
Propaganda is to democracies what violence is to dictatorships.  

Noam Chomsky 
 

ADV ANTHONY BRINK 
CONVENOR AND NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 
TREATMENT INFORMATION GROUP  


